The role of human and viral cytokines in the pathogenesis of multiple myeloma.
Multiple myeloma (MM) is characterized by the accumulation of monoclonal plasma cells, a terminally differentiated form of B lymphocyte, in the bone marrow. This disease is most often associated with bone destruction, anemia and renal failure. Besides the malignant plasma cells, it has become clear that nonmalignant cells in the bone marrow also contribute to the development of this malignancy by the release of cytokines. Further support for the importance of the supporting cells comes from our recent finding of the human herpesvirus 8 (HHV-8) in the nonmalignant bone marrow stromal cells from these patients.